
CITY OF LOMPOC  
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: August  12, 2015 
 

TO:   TO:   Members of the Planning Commission 
 
FROM:  Lucille T. Breese, AICP, Planning Manager 
 
RE:   TEXT AMENDMENT – TA 15-01 

                                                               Household Pet Definition 
   
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3  
 
Planning Commission will consider a recommendation to the City Council regarding 
amendment, including but not limited, to Zoning Ordinance Section 17.008.020 
Definitions and Standards. The proposed amendment will, allow chickens as household 
pets within the City limits with specific criteria.  If adopted the Ordinance would be 
effective Citywide in residential zones.  A negative declaration has been prepared 
pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
Scope of Review 

 
The Planning Commission is being asked to: 
 

 Recommend that the City Council certify the negative declaration, and direct 
staff to file a Notice of Determination (NOD); and 

 

 Recommend that the City Council adopt the draft Ordinance approving the 
proposed change to the Zoning Ordinance language. 

 
The Planning Commission has the authority to recommend approval or denial of an 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to the City Council (Lompoc City Code Section 
17.132.040). 
 
Planning Commission Action 
 

1. Receive public input; 
 
2. Review the draft language for Zoning Ordinance Section 17.008.020 

Definitions and Standards; and 
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3. Adopt Planning Commission Resolution No. 810 (15) recommending that the 
City Council certify the negative declaration and adopt Text Amendment TA 
15-01 amending Section 17.008.020 Definitions and Standards.   

 
Background 
 
July 25, 2012 The Planning Commission held a public hearing to discuss Section 

17.008.020 Definitions and Standards. Ultimately, it was determined 
that a recommendation regarding Text Amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance would be considered as part of the comprehensive update 
following adoption of the 2030 General Plan. 

 
July 7, 2015 The Council approved the contract for the comprehensive update of 

the Zoning Ordinance but directed staff to return to the Planning 
Commission with a Text Amendment to allow chickens, under certain 
regulations, in the residential areas of the City of Lompoc. 

 
Discussion 
 
There are many different approaches to allowing animals in an urban area.  The primary 
concerns involve cleanliness, the number of animals, noise, location of coops.  Any of 
these concerns can cause a negative impact on adjacent properties. The majority of 
folks will look after the animals properly however, the problem arises when the animals 
are not properly cared for and it becomes a code enforcement problem. 
 
Staff has researched neighboring jurisdictions and compiled the following list of how this 
matter is handled in the jurisdictions noted below: 
 

Jurisdiction How Many 
Chickens 
Permitted 

Zoning 
Designation 

Additional Regulation 

Buellton 
 

 
3 

 
Residential 

- Any animal not kept under restraint or so confined 
or enclosed is hereby declared to be a menace 
and a nuisance to public health and safety. 

- The County may seize and impound any animal 
not kept under restraint or so confined or 
enclosed. 

- The keeping of the animal will not constitute a 
nuisance to the neighborhood or a danger to the 
public health, safety or welfare. 

- Chickens shall be used for domestic use of the 
residence and not for commercial purposes. 

- Enclosure for small animals shall be no closer 
than twenty-five (25) feet to any dwelling and shall 
meet the accessory structure regulations. 
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Jurisdiction How Many 
Chickens 
Permitted 

Zoning 
Designation 

Additional Regulation 

Paso Robles 
 

 
6 

 
Residential 

- No person shall keep upon any premises, any 
animal poultry or household pet in a foul, 
offensive, obnoxious, filthy or unsanitary condition. 
All manure and other waste shall be removed at 
least once within seven (7) days. 

- Roosters are not allowed in all residential zones. 
- Any person may raise and keep animals in excess 

of the maximum number allowed per site or raise 
and keep any prohibited animals subject to a use 
permit approval.  

- No minimum site area is required. 
- Required setback of 20 feet. 

San Luis 
Obispo 
 

 
25, more 
require a 

special permit 
approved by 

Council 

 
No specific 
designation 

- No person shall keep upon any premises poultry in 
a foul, offensive, obnoxious, filthy or unsanitary 
condition. 

- No person shall keep upon any premises in the 
city any poultry within 50 feet of any dwelling or if 
more than 5 in all such rabbits or poultry are kept, 
within 75 feet of any dwelling. 

- The owner or persons in charge of such poultry 
kept in the city shall provide suitable houses or 
cotes with board or cement floors in each and 
every house and cote, and the houses, cotes, or 
pens shall be kept clean. 

Santa Barbara 
 

 
2, if kept as 

pets 

 
Residential 

- All chickens shall be kept in hutches, cages or 
coops. Which shall be maintained clean and in 
sanitary conditions at all times so that no other 
animal or human health, safety, and well-being are 
not affected. 

- Chicken cage, hutch or coop shall be located at 
least 35 feet from any dwelling unit or structure 
used for human habitation and located on an 
adjoining lot. 

- No roosters are allowed within city limits. 
- No owner of poultry (chickens) shall allow any loud 

noise that may affect the comfort of the 
neighborhood. 

- No owner of such animal shall abandon such 
animal in the city. 

- Chickens shall not be permitted on the city 
beaches. 

Santa Maria 
 

 
3 

 
Residential 

- Must be caged. 
- Chicken enclosure must be kept clean and free of 

any odor. 
- Roosters are prohibited within city limits. 
- There is no distance requirement on cages. 

Chicken enclosures can be next to fence on 
property (but it is discouraged). 

Solvang 
 

 
10 

 
Single Family 
Residential 

- Shall only be for domestic use of residence of the 
lot and shall not be kept for commercial purposes. 

- Keeping of small animals is not injurious to the 
health, safety and welfare of the neighborhood 
and doesn’t create offensive noise or odor. 

- Coops or other enclosures shall not be closer than 
25 feet of any dwelling. 

- Poultry ranches are not permitted. 
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In the City of Lompoc, Chickens are currently prohibited under the definitions section of 
the Zoning Ordinance as noted below (emphasis added): 
 

Household Pets – 
current definition: 
Shall mean animals, birds, or fowl ordinarily permitted in a dwelling and kept only for the company 
or pleasure provided to the occupants.  Household pets include birds kept in an enclosed aviary 
which shall be no closer than 30 feet from any residence other than that of the owner of the 
aviary.  Pigeons banded with the American Racing Pigeon Union official band shall be the only 
birds allowed to be loose.  The number of birds in an aviary shall not exceed 50 for each full 
6,000 square feet of premises of the owner.  Such an aviary shall not be allowed use in the R-2 
and R-3 Districts except in conjunction with a single-family dwelling.  Household pets shall not 
include horses, cows, goats, sheet, or other equine, bovine, ovine, or ruminant animals, pigs, 
predatory wild animals, chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, game birds, and fowl which normally 
constitute an agricultural use (except pigeons, which shall be deemed household pets).  The 
keeping of household pets or other animals is lawful only in those districts where the use is listed 
as a permitted use or when any household pets are kept as an accessory use to a lawfully 
maintained resident in another district.  The keeping of any animal not herein described as a 
household pet shall not be deemed an accessory residential use.  The keeping of any animal not 
expressly allowed by this Code is a Group B non conforming use.  Notwithstanding any provision 
herein to the contrary, miniature Asian pot-bellied pigs shall be deemed to be household pets and 
allowed in residential district, provided that no more than two shall be kept and they shall not be 
used for commercial breeding purposes. 

 
The City Council has requested Planning Commission consideration of a Text 
Amendment, in advance of the comprehensive Zoning Ordinance Update, to allow 
chickens for personal use in Residential zoning districts.  The definition of Household 
Pets would need to be amended to allow this use in Residential zoning districts.  The 
current definition is cumbersome and difficult to read and a revised definition should be 
developed. 
 
The R-A Residential Agricultural Zoning District requires a minimum lot size of 20,000 
square feet and allows for commercial raising of certain animals on parcels of land not 
less than five (5) acres (Section 17.016.020 Uses Permitted). There is also an 
expanded allowance for the “Keeping of household pets and fish.  Noncommercial 
keeping of poultry, fowl or rabbits, in an enclosure not located within 50 feet of a 
residence other than that of the owner of said animals.  Keeping of a noncommercial 
kennel.”  There are currently 26 parcels zoned R-A in the City, generally on the 
southern boundary.  There is no change proposed for the R-A zoning district. 
 
The Municipal Code allows a maximum of four (4) dogs and/or cats over four (4) months 
of age per premise (Sections 6.04.010 and 120). 

 
Staff has reviewed and considered the language in other jurisdictions.   Discussions 
have been held with Code Enforcement staff regarding the proposed change.  Concerns 
have been expressed that there will be an increased number of code enforcement 
cases regarding the maintenance of properties where the chickens are not kept in a 
clean and sanitary manner.  There is also the increased likelihood of adjacent properties 
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having problems with rodents and other wildlife coming into residential neighborhoods in 
search of food and water. Disease is no more likely to be a threat to public health than 
from dogs and cats if the proper sanitation and cleaning practices are followed. 
 
Proposed language to include in Section 17.008.020 Definitions and Standards 
Definitions, per TA 15-01:  (new in bold italics, existing in italics, proposed for deletion in strikeout) 

 
 Animal Raising and Keeping  

The non-commercial keeping of small animals that are not household pets 
(e.g. chickens, birds, ducks, rabbits, etc.) outside the dwelling in the 
Residential zoning districts, or other zoning district where a legally 
established single family dwelling is established, is allowed as follows: 
 
R-A Rural Agricultural as identified in Section 17.016.020 Uses Permitted 
on 20,000 square foot minimum lots. 
 
R-1 Single Family Residential for the personal use, not for sale to others, of 
the resident(s) of the single family dwelling in a clean and sanitary 
enclosure: 
1.  At least forty feet from any door or window of each adjoining residence; 
2.  At least fifteen feet from the rear property line; 
3.  At least ten feet from each side property line; 
4.  On the rear half of the parcel; 
5. The cumulative number of small animals on any property shall be a 

maximum of four (4); 
6.  Does not create an offensive noise or odor for adjacent property 

owners; 
7.  Birds kept in an enclosed aviary which shall be no closer than 30 feet from 

any residence other than that of the owner of the aviary. The number of birds 
in an aviary shall not exceed 50 for each full 6,000 square feet of premises of 
the owner. 

 
Household pets shall mean domestic animals and birds, or fowl ordinarily 
permitted inside a dwelling and kept only for the company or pleasure provided 
to the occupants. Notwithstanding any provision herein to the contrary, miniature 
Asian pot-bellied pigs shall be deemed to be household pets and allowed in 
residential district, provided that no more than two shall be kept and they shall 
not be used for commercial breeding purposes. 
 
 Household pets include  Pigeons banded with the American Racing Pigeon Union 
official band shall be the only birds allowed to be loose.  Such an aviary shall not be 
allowed use in the R-2 and R-3 Districts except in conjunction with a single-family 
dwelling.  Household pets shall not include horses, cows, goats, sheet, or other equine, 
bovine, ovine, or ruminant animals, pigs, predatory wild animals, chickens, ducks, 
geese, turkeys, game birds, and fowl which normally constitute an agricultural use 
(except pigeons, which shall be deemed household pets).  The keeping of household 
pets or other animals is lawful only in those districts where the use is listed as a 
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permitted use or when any household pets are kept as an accessory use to a lawfully 
maintained resident in another district.  The keeping of any animal not herein described 
as a household pet shall not be deemed an accessory residential use.  The keeping of 
any animal not expressly allowed by this Code is a Group B non conforming use.   

 
The text changes proposed are included in Exhibit 1 of Attachment 1. 
 
Environmental  Determination 
 
An Initial Environmental Study has been performed for the proposed Text Amendment.  
The Initial Study did not identify any significant environmental impacts that would occur 
as a result of approval and implementation of the Text Amendment. Pursuant to the 
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a negative declaration 
has been prepared and is attached for Commission review and recommendation to the 
Council.  A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be filed following Council action. 
 
Noticing 

 
On July 31, 2015: 
 

1) Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Lompoc Record and posted 
on the City website; 

2) Notices were mailed to interested parties. 
 
Attachments 

 
1) Planning Commission Resolution No.  810(15) 

 
2) Initial Environmental Study and Negative Declaration 

 
 
 

Staff Report has been reviewed and approved for submission to the Planning Commission 

 
 
 

 

Teresa Gallavan 
Economic Development Director / 

Assistant City Manager 

Date Lucille T. Breese, AICP 
Planning Manager 

Date 
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      Attachment No. 1 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 810 (15) 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
LOMPOC RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A TEXT 
AMENDMENT TO AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTERS 17.008.020 
DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS (PLANNING DIVISION FILE NO. TA 15-01) 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered a Text Amendment to amend Zoning 
Ordinance Section 17.008.020 – Definitions and Standards as shown in the attached draft 
Ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the request was considered by the Planning Commission at a duly-noticed public 
meeting on August 12, 2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the meeting of August 12, 2015, City staff was present and answered Planning 
Commissioners’ questions and addressed their concerns; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the meeting of August 12, 2015, ______ spoke regarding the proposed Text 
Amendment; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Negative Declaration was prepared for the Text Amendment, pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1: After hearing testimony, considering the evidence presented, and due 

deliberation of the matters presented, the Planning Commission finds that the 
proposed Text Amendment (TA 15-01) recommended by this Resolution is in 
accordance with the provisions of the General Plan of the City of Lompoc;  

 
SECTION 2: The proposed modifications are required for the public necessity, convenience 

and general welfare; 
 
SECTION 3: Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080(c) and Section 15074 of the 

California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, the Initial Environmental Study 
and Negative Declaration which have been prepared for the proposed Text 
Amendment show that there is no substantial evidence that the project may have 
a significant effect on the environment, and therefore it can be found, in the 
Planning Commission’s independent judgment and analysis, that: the proposed 
Text Amendment will not result in an adverse impact on the environment; 
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SECTION 4: The Planning Commission resolves that this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 
City Council, pursuant to Section 17.132.040 of the Lompoc City Code, with the 
Commission’s recommendation that the Council certify the Negative Declaration 
and adopt the attached draft Ordinance approving TA 15-01. 

 
The foregoing Resolution, on motion by Commissioner ____, seconded by Commissioner 
____, was adopted at the Planning Commission meeting of August 12, 2015 by the following 
vote: 
 
 

AYES: Commissioners  
 
NOES:  

 
 
 
 
    
Lucille T. Breese, AICP, Secretary Ron Fink, Chair 
 
 
Exhibit A – Draft Ordinance No. XXXX (15) 
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  Exhibit A 

 

ORDINANCE NO. XXXX(15) 
 

An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Lompoc, 
County of Santa Barbara, State of California, 

Amending  Section 17.008.020 – Definitions and Standards of the Lompoc 
Municipal Code  

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. The paragraph beginning with “Household pets” in Section 17.008.020 – 
Definitions and Standards, of the Lompoc Municipal Code is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 
 
 Animal Raising and Keeping  

The non-commercial keeping of small animals that are not household pets 
(e.g. chickens, birds, ducks, rabbits, etc.) outside the dwelling in the 
Residential zoning districts, or other zoning district where a legally 
established single family dwelling is established, is allowed as follows: 
 
R-A Rural Agricultural as identified in Section 17.016.020 Uses Permitted 
on 20,000 square foot minimum lots. 
 
R-1 Single Family Residential for the personal use, not for sale to others, of 
the resident(s) of the single family dwelling in a clean and sanitary 
enclosure: 
1.  At least forty feet from any door or window of each adjoining residence; 
2.  At least fifteen feet from the rear property line; 
3.  At least ten feet from each side property line; 
4.  On the rear half of the parcel; 
5. The cumulative number of small animals on any property shall be a 

maximum of four (4); 
6.  Does not create an offensive noise or odor for adjacent property 

owners; 
7.  Birds kept in an enclosed aviary which shall be no closer than 30 feet from 

any residence other than that of the owner of the aviary. The number of birds 
in an aviary shall not exceed 50 for each full 6,000 square feet of premises of 
the owner. 

 
Household pets shall mean domestic animals and birds, or fowl ordinarily 
permitted inside a dwelling and kept only for the company or pleasure provided 
to the occupants. Notwithstanding any provision herein to the contrary, miniature 
Asian pot-bellied pigs shall be deemed to be household pets and allowed in 
residential district, provided that no more than two shall be kept and they shall 
not be used for commercial breeding purposes. 
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 Household pets include  Pigeons banded with the American Racing Pigeon Union 
official band shall be the only birds allowed to be loose.  Such an aviary shall not be 
allowed use in the R-2 and R-3 Districts except in conjunction with a single-family 
dwelling.  Household pets shall not include horses, cows, goats, sheet, or other equine, 
bovine, ovine, or ruminant animals, pigs, predatory wild animals, chickens, ducks, 
geese, turkeys, game birds, and fowl which normally constitute an agricultural use 
(except pigeons, which shall be deemed household pets).  The keeping of household 
pets or other animals is lawful only in those districts where the use is listed as a 
permitted use or when any household pets are kept as an accessory use to a lawfully 
maintained resident in another district.  The keeping of any animal not herein described 
as a household pet shall not be deemed an accessory residential use.  The keeping of 
any animal not expressly allowed by this Code is a Group B non conforming use.   

 
SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its adoption.  
 
This Ordinance was introduced on ________, 2015, and duly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Lompoc at its duly noticed regular meeting on ______, 2015, by 
the following electronic vote: 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of ____ 2015, by the following electronic vote: 
 
AYES:  Council Member(s): 
NOES: Council Member(s): 
ABSENT: Council Member(s): 
 
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
       Bob Lingl, Mayor 
       City of Lompoc 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Stacey Alvarez, City Clerk 
City of Lompoc 
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