
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO 1.  
 
A request by Linda Donelson, representing V & J Sand Mine Inc., for Planning 
Commission consideration of an Interim Management Plan (IMP) /Minor Modification 
(Amendment) to the Reclamation Plan of V & J Sand Mine (DR 00-18). This IMP 
amendment provides measures the mine operator will implement to maintain the mine 
site in compliance with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), allowing the 
mine to become idle for a period of up to five (5) years. The site is located north and 
west of the Lompoc Airport (APN: 093-040-020 and 093-450-012).  
 
This Minor Modification of Reclamation Plan DR 00-18 is statutorily exempt from CEQA, 
(not considered a project) pursuant to the SMARA Public Resource Code Section 
2770(h)(1). 
 
SCOPE OF REVIEW: 
 
The Planning Commission is being asked to consider: 

 
• If the proposed Interim Management Plan is adequate to ensure continued public 

health and safety; and 
 

• If the required Findings of Fact can be made.  
 

Planning Commission Action: 
 

1) Adopt Resolution No. 846(16) approving the Interim Mine Management Plan 
based upon the Findings of Fact in the Resolution. 
 

2) Provide alternative direction  
 
 

 

CITY OF LOMPOC 
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 

 
 

 
DATE:  November  9, 2016 
 
TO:  Members of the Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Lucille T. Breese, AICP, Planning Manager 
                      Sara Farrell, Assistant Planner 
 
RE:  V &  J Sand Mine  

Minor Mod - Interim Management Plan Amendment to 
DR 00-18 
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Site Data: 
 
1.  Property Owner ......................... City of Lompoc  
 
2.  Site Location ............................. Northwest of Lompoc Airport  
  
3.  Assessor Parcel Numbers ......... 093-040-020 and 093-450-012 
 
4.  Site Zoning ................................ Public Facilities (PF)  
 
5.  General Plan Designation ......... Community Facility (CF) 
 
6.  Site Use ..................................... Vacant/Mine office  
 
7.  Surrounding Uses/Zoning .......... North:  Federal Prison Property/ Public Facilities  

South:  Solid Waste Yard/ Public Facilities and 
Business Park    

 East:    Santa Ynez River and Agriculture /Public 
Facilities  

 West:  Santa Ynez River, Federal Prison Property 
and Waste Water/ Public Facilities   

 
8.  Project Area .............................. Access road, upland office and stockpile, mine site  
 
Background: 
 
On May 13, 2002 Planning Commission approved Reclamation Plan DR 00-18 and 
Mitigated Negative Declaration ER 00-04 for V& J Sand Mine.  This allowed for the 
surface mining of sand out of the Santa Ynez River at the north-west side of Lompoc. 
The Reclamation Plan ensured that in 2030, when the mine ceases operation, the mine 
site will be returned to a natural state that blends in with the surrounding environment.  
 
Proposal: 
 
The Minor Modification to the V & J Sand Mine’s Reclamation Plan would allow the 
mine to be classified as “idle” in accordance with state law. Because the mine is 
dependent on rain to bring sediment from upstream, the recent years of drought have 
depleted V & J Sand Mine’s ability to extract sand by more than 90 percent of previous 
maximum annual production. To comply with state law the mine has applied for an 
Interim Management Plan. An Interim Management Plan (IMP) is a temporary plan to 
maintain stable site conditions (addressing public health, safety, and environmental 
issues) until mining activities can be resumed. Financial Assurance meeting state 
requirements is a part of the IMP.  
 
The IMP may remain in effect for a period not to exceed five years. At the end of five 
years, if the mine has not resumed operations, then the City of Lompoc shall:  
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a. Extend the IMP for a period, not to exceed five years, if it can be found that 
the mine operator complied fully with the IMP.  
 

b. Require the surface mine to begin reclamation in accordance with the 
approved Reclamation Plan (DR 00-18).  

 
Site Map 

 
Conformance with State Law: 
 
Interim Management Plans must comply fully with the requirements of the Surface 
Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA). As proposed, the IMP is in compliance with 
State Law and has been reviewed by the Environmental Services Unit of the California 
State Office of Mine Reclamation. Comments received by the State (attachment 3) have 
been incorporated into the IMP.  
 
Staff Review: 
 
Staff has reviewed the application and deemed it complete according to the regulations 
of SMARA. This includes a description of measures the operator will implement to 
maintain the site in compliance with the Act and measures to assure continued public 
health and safety.  
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Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt Resolution No. 846(16), 
approving the Interim Management Plan for V & J Sand Mine, based upon the Findings 
of Fact in the Resolution. 
 
Environmental Review   
 
The Minor Modification of Reclamation Plan DR 00-18 is statutorily exempt, pursuant to 
the SMARA Public Resource Code Section 2770(h)(1):  
 

The review and approval of an interim management plan shall not be 
considered a project for the purpose of Division 13 (commencing with 
Public Resources Code Section 21000 (CEQA)).  

 
As such, no environmental review is required.  
 
Noticing: 
 
On October 30, 2016:  

1. Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Lompoc Record; 
On October 28, 2016 

2. Notices were mailed to property owners within 300 feet by US mail; 
3. Notice was posted on the City website; and 
4. Notice board was posted on the project site by City staff. 

 
Appeal Rights: 
 
Any person has the right to appeal the Planning Commission action to the City Council 
within ten days of the action. Contact a Planning Division staff member for the required 
appeal form; the fee is $257.80. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1) Draft Resolution No. 846(16)  
2) Site Map  
3) State Comments  

(Planning Commission only. Documents available for review in Planning Division) 
 
 
      Staff Report has been reviewed and approved for submission to the Planning Commission 
 
 
 

 

Teresa Gallavan 
Economic Development Director / 

Assistant City Manager 

Date Lucille T. Breese, AICP 
Planning Manager 

Date 
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 Attachment 1 
  
 

RESOLUTION NO.  846 (16) 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
LOMPOC APPROVING A INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN, MINOR 
MODIFICATION (AMENDMENT) TO RECLAMATION PLAN (DR 00-18) 
FOR THE V&J SAND MINE  

 
WHEREAS, a request was received by Linda Donelson, representing V & J Sand Mine Inc., 
for Planning Commission consideration of an Interim Management Plan (IMP) /Minor 
Modification (Amendment) to the Reclamation Plan of V & J Sand Mine (DR 00-18). This 
IMP amendment provides measures the mine operator will implement to maintain the mine 
site in compliance with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), allowing the 
mine to become idle for a period of up to five (5) years. The site is located north and west 
of the Lompoc Airport (APN: 093-040-020 and 093-450-012).  
 
WHEREAS, the Environmental Services Unit of the California State Office of Mine 
Reclamation has reviewed the proposed IMP and made comments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant has duly amended the proposed IMP (Exhibit A) to address the 
Office of Mine Reclamation’s comments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the matter was considered by the Planning Commission at a duly-noticed 
public meeting on November 9, 2016; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the meeting of November 9, 2016, ________ was available to answer 
Planning Commissioner’s questions; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the meeting of November 9, 2016, _____ spoke in favor of, and _____ 
spoke in opposition to the minor modification of the reclamation plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, the review and approval of an Interim Management Plan is not considered a 
project pursuant to SMARA Public Resource Code Section 2770(h)(1), and as such, is 
Statutorily Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  
  
NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1: After hearing testimony, considering the evidence presented, and due 

deliberation of the matters presented, the Planning Commission finds the 
proposed Minor Modification to the Reclamation Plan meets the requirements 
of Lompoc's City Code and Surface Mining Ordinance, therefore it can be 
found that: 

 
A. The IMP complies with SMARA Section 2770(h), and any other 

applicable provisions; 
 
B. The IMP and its amendment to the Reclamation Plan is consistent 

with the City's General Plan, Zoning Ordinance and Surface Mining 
Ordinance; 
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C.  Financial assurances are held by the City of Lompoc and are to 
remain in effect during the period the mine is idle; 

 
D.  The IMP provides the operator will maintain the site in compliance with 

SMARA, preserving the public health, safety, and welfare;  
 
E.   The land to be reclaimed will be restored to a condition that is 

compatible with, and blends in with, the surrounding natural 
environment, topography and other resources; 

 
F.   The IMP will prevent adverse environmental impacts; 
 
G. The Reclamation Plan will restore the mined lands to a usable 

condition that is readily adaptable for open space use, consistent with 
the City's General Plan and Zoning Ordinance and the Lompoc Airport 
Master Plan; 

 
SECTION 3. Based upon the foregoing, Minor Modification to DR 00-18 is approved as 

proposed on November 9, 2016, subject to the conditions attached as Exhibit 
A, incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 

 
The foregoing Resolution, on motion by Commissioner ____, seconded by Commissioner 
______ was adopted at the regular Planning Commission meeting of November 9, 2016 by 
the following vote: 
 
 

AYES:  
 

NOES:  
 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
Lucille T. Breese, AICP, Secretary    Ron Fink, Chair 
 
 
 
Exhibit A – Draft Interim Management Plan  

http://www1.cityoflompoc.com/planningagenda/2016/161109/n01a1eA.pdf
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Attachment 3

State of California • Natural Resources Agency Edmund G. BrowJr., Governor

Department of Conservation PatPerez, AssistantDirector

Office of Mine Redamation
801K Street* MS 09-06

Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 323-9198 • FAX (916) 445-6066

September 30, 2016

VIA EMAIL: (S_LAWSON@ci.lompoc.ca.us)

ORIGINAL SENT BY MAIL

Stacy Lawson

Planning Division

Economic Development Department

City of Lompoc

100 Civic Center Plaza

Lompoc, CA 93436

Dear Ms. Lawson:

V&J SAND MINE

INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN

CA MINE ID #91-42-0026

The Department of Conservation's Office of Mine Reclamation (OMR) has reviewed the Interim

Management Plan (IMP) for the V & J Sand Mine (mine) submitted by the City of Lompoc on

August 31, 2016. Review of OMR files indicates that the mine operates under a Reclamation Plan

and Mitigated Negative Declaration #DR00-18/ERO004 that were approved by the City on May 13,

2002. According to the submittal, the mine became idle on April 15, 2016 and operations are

expected to resume on or before September 13, 2021.

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) (Public Resources Code section 2710

et seq.) and the State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB) Regulations (California Code of

Regulations (CCR) Title 14, Division 2, Chapter 8, Subchapter 1) govern the requirements of

reclamation plans. The IMP is considered to be an amendment to the reclamation plan. SMARA

section 2770(h)(1) states: "The interim management plan shall provide measures the operator will

implement to maintain the site in compliance with this chapter, including, but not limited to, all

permit conditions." The following comments prepared by a restoration ecologist are offered to

assist in your review of this project. The IMP should be supplemented to address these items.

Noxious weed management is addressed by mitigation measure #28 in the Mitigated Negative

Declaration. The measure states: "Any non-native vegetation (tree tobacco, castor bean, giant

cane, etc.) shall be removed from the reclamation area and disposed of in a manner and at a

location which prevents its reestablishment." The IMP should include measures the operator will

implement as a part of regular monitoring and maintenance activities to manage potential

encroachment of noxious weeds pursuant to CCR section 3705(k).

An approved IMP remains in effect for a period not to exceed five years, at which time the lead

agency does one of the following: (1) Renew the IMP for another period not to exceed five years if

the lead agency finds that the surface mining operator has complied with the provisions of the IMP;

(2) Require the surface mining operator to commence reclamation in accordance with its approved

reclamation plan; or (3) Allow the mining operation to resume active status.
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If you have any questions on these comments or require any assistance with other mine

reclamation issues, please contact me at (916) 445-6175.

Sincerely,

Beth Hendrickson, Manager

Environmental Services Unit


