
 

Your Guide to Using a  
   Home Generator 

Some customers prepare for the possibility of power outages by 
buying an electric generator as a standby system to keep lights on 
and appliances running until service is restored. During a prolonged 
outage, a generator may be able to save food in your refrigerator or 
freezer, let you keep your home office running or power other 
essential equipment. However, before using a generator for 
emergency home use, consider these issues: 

• Never plug in your generator into your home’s electrical 
system. If you improperly connect an emergency standby 
generator to your main electrical supply, it could “back feed” 
into your utility’s power system and possibly injure or kill you, 
your neighbors or electric utility crews working to restore 
power to you for a permanent installation. Only a qualified, 
licensed electrician should attempt to connect a standby 
generator to your main home wiring after appropriate permits 
have been obtained from the city and notices have been given 
to the Electrical, Police and Fire departments. For temporary 
use, such as unscheduled outages, appliances should be 
connected directly to the generator using a heavy duty 
extension cord.  

• Check the noise output of the generator. Noisy generator may 
violate the City of Lompoc’s noise ordinance. Check the city’s 
municipal code, “Title 8 HEALTH AND SAFETY,” section 8.08 in 
the city’s web site or call the city’s Code Enforcement with the 
building division at (805) 757-8220. 

• Have a working fire extinguisher certified for electrical and fuel 
fires in the immediate area.  

Lompoc Electric 

 



Lompoc Electric 

 


